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If it smells pleasant, then it could be:

Odor by itself is not a reliable determination of health risks. Some air toxins may be odorless. But 
residents of South and West Louisville can get a good idea of certain chemicals through identifying the 
following odors in the air.

1, 3-Butadiene


Benzene


Styrene

If it smells sweet, then it could be:

Acetone


Benzene


Carbon Tetrachloride

Methylene Chloride


Methyl Ethyl Ketone


Styrene

If it smells like rubber, then it could be:

1,3-Butadiene

If it smells like chemicals, then it could be:

Acetone
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Chloroform

Chloromethane

Vinyl Chloride

If it smells like strong onions or garlic, then it 
could be:

Acrylonitrile

If it smells like strong household cleaner, then it 
could be:

Carbon Tetrachloride

If it smells like carbon, then it could be:

Carbon Disulfide

If it smells like sour or burnt, then it could be:

Toluene

If it smells like acetone, then it could be:

Methyl Ethyl Ketone

If it smells like gasoline, then it could be:

Toluene

Methyl Methacrylate
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For More Information:


According to the US Environmental Protection Agency, the following compounds/chemicals are "Priority 
Pollutants," which are pollutants known to be very toxic and subject to extensive federal testing and 
regulations

 Acrylonitril

 Benzen

 Carbon Tetrachlorid

 Chlorofor

 Chloromethan

 Methylene Chlorid

 Toluen

 Vinyl Chloride

https://www.cancer.gov/about-cancer/causes-prevention/risk/substances/butadiene#:~:text=What%20is%201%2C3%2Dbutadiene,and%20plastics%2C%20and%20other%20chemicals.
https://www.cancer.gov/about-cancer/causes-prevention/risk/substances/benzene
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/health/topics/agents/styrene/index.cfm
https://www.chemicalsafetyfacts.org/chemicals/acetone/
https://www.cancer.gov/about-cancer/causes-prevention/risk/substances/benzene
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2016-09/documents/carbon-tetrachloride.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/methylenechloride/default.html
https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/methylethylketone/default.html
https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/styrene/default.html
https://www.cancer.gov/about-cancer/causes-prevention/risk/substances/butadiene#:~:text=What%20is%201%2C3%2Dbutadiene,and%20plastics%2C%20and%20other%20chemicals.
https://www.chemicalsafetyfacts.org/chemicals/acetone/
https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/chloroform/default.html#:~:text=Chloroform%20(CHCl3)%20is%20a,chloroform%20may%20also%20cause%20cancer.
https://pubchem.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/compound/Chloromethane#:~:text=Chloromethane%20is%20also%20known%20as,and%20it%20is%20extremely%20flammable.
https://www.cancer.gov/about-cancer/causes-prevention/risk/substances/vinyl-chloride
https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/acrylonitrile/default.html#:~:text=Acrylonitrile%20(CH%E2%82%82%3DCHCN),duration%2C%20and%20work%20being%20done.
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2016-09/documents/carbon-tetrachloride.pdf
https://pubchem.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/compound/Carbon-disulfide
https://pubchem.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/compound/Toluene
https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/methylethylketone/default.html
https://pubchem.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/compound/Toluene
https://pubchem.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/compound/Methyl-methacrylate
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2015-09/documents/priority-pollutant-list-epa.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2015-09/documents/priority-pollutant-list-epa.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/acrylonitrile/default.html#:~:text=Acrylonitrile%20(CH%E2%82%82%3DCHCN),duration%2C%20and%20work%20being%20done.
https://www.cancer.gov/about-cancer/causes-prevention/risk/substances/benzene
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2016-09/documents/carbon-tetrachloride.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/chloroform/default.html#:~:text=Chloroform%20(CHCl3)%20is%20a,chloroform%20may%20also%20cause%20cancer.
https://pubchem.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/compound/Chloromethane#:~:text=Chloromethane%20is%20also%20known%20as,and%20it%20is%20extremely%20flammable.
https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/methylenechloride/default.html
https://pubchem.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/compound/Toluene
https://www.cancer.gov/about-cancer/causes-prevention/risk/substances/vinyl-chloride

